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< Informs Rerort by Peul Lencevin of the © ip Mede to the Factory.
‘ (covering the period fr... Tuesdey. 2% Msrch until Sesturde, 27 Merch)
¢ T The initisal peragrephs of this report will cnoncern the ohegervetions of a PM neture, 8s no-
' ticed by someone who wes vieitine the country for the first time. :

1. First of =ll, a new end very lerge militarv bese has been established elmost directly
across the very lerge revine from the fortpess Mgtemorss. This bese is etill bein- erected
end only the buildinge which 2ppeer to be barrscks heve been completely terrineted. Other
larger buildings which seem to be gymnesiums, or euditoriums of some kind, heve nect been ter
minsted. It hes been reported thet the large number of troops which ere now stetioned in tr
esteblishment neer the sirport will soon move to this new base. Thereﬂﬁg; however, only twc
rosds connecting this bese with the city proper, both of which go down through the revine,
and they would be rsther difficult to traverse very rapidly. From sppeerences, especislly
from the air, it looks ss if, with normal work procedure, this militery base will not be
finished for some 8ix months, although as I have said, it could be used eny time becsuse of
the berrecks buildings which heve been finisked. There is one large eand Very new highwey
which is being constructed from over the mounteins end past this bese, but it stops et the
edge of this lerge revine, 3 no work has es yet been begun on the lerge bridge which ob-
viouely must connect thie roasd with the city itself. This rosd is obviously going tc be e
principal artery, but will be ineffective until the bridge is constucted.

2. The lergest militery concentrations of different types to be found in the city are srow
the perimeter and close to the Cempo de Martes, the large parade ground which has B reviewi:
otend ot one end, ( e ravine drops abruptly behind that reviewing stend) end MM which h
e long series of low buildings et the other end. This lerge AEF parade ares is very flat,
and although there are roads which cross it, they ere flush with the groud so that
the grea is one large flst surface. On one side of the Cempo de Mertes cen be found the re
towere which sre seid to be those of one of the lerge stations, but which certeinly have a
militery eppeersnce. Next to this redio trensmittor sight is the building of the Cavalry,
but it seemed that most of the horses were being used for pleasure end are not used in a mi
tary sense except in peredes. Also, on the other side of the field, is to be found the
militery school end the Cuartel Genersl, both of which are surrounded by high welle and whi
gre very well gusrded. Also, in this immediste eres, cen be found = block of housing where
officers end their femilies live. Incidentally, it is ssid thet these officers must pay &
rather high rent for these houses—-much, much higher, for instence, thean in neighboring cou
tries., Within two blocks of this immediate erea can elso be found the residence and office
" of the Chief of Staff of the country's ermy. There are three wide avenues from which one ¢
go from the Cempo de Martes into the center of the city. One of these crosses over a land-
bridge,which ie very firm, so the three could be used at ell times. I visited the Cempo de
Mertes for three successive days end on a1l three days saw there three tenks. Two of these
tanks were in operation. They seemed to be used for treining purposes, as there were many
soldiers around them. There was glso e trsctor there, presumebly to pull the tenke in cese
they broke down. There was also one ermored car. These tenks did not mount machine guns;
they did, however, have e thirty-seven milimeter. It is presumed that these vehicles must
kept in the Cuartel General which is just on the edge of the field.

%, Some distence from the field end up the roasd to Saslvedor, juet et the base of the hille
there are three very tall and very new redio towers, the first eand third of which ere equiy
with ssucer-like apparatue, which seemed to be some sort of directionel-beaming equipment.

4., In the residentisl srea which lies between the Cempo de Martes, roughly, end the gir f:
I noticed on three successive days troop menoeuvers. These usually consisted in platooms ¢
approximetely twenty-five men with one officerm. merching in single file to this ares.. My
guide during this trip wes ESPERANCE, who lives in this smmediste area, and he seid this i
something entirely new, 0N o SoarE R :

, . ; 3 e SEIERFY 1ot hes only been teking

! place in the last few weeks. In this sres, very close to the Plaza Reforme, there are men
new small bungalows going up, which aleo ere going to be used to house the femilies of the
offiicers.

CT N YT

5« At the eir port itself, one was sble to note a very large number of emell privete air-
planes—-about twenty-five on one side of the field, and enother twenty-five or thirty dire
ly opposite. These privete plenes seem to be in very good shape, as I noticed thst meny
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“of them were taken up w -yt ey sort of s check ot £11, 4 ib int ey
in ¢ vwery eond averationa’ wov, Pregumehls this o™ s b0 ey sese o]
anv sort of sction, due to thr Pont thed wenv o thes 7 -nog are ready 1o feke off et aﬁ;

time. An incidentel note here, Esverance, who 1is @ pilot, hes been aprroached by indiviA
uals who querried on the possibility of his flyine them out of the country in case of sc-
tion. Around the perimeter of the eirfield proper, the largest number of men is the zrou
that is found in the airforce berrecks et the field. There ere s series of pillboxes: re
ther old end not being veed, =zlong this stretch of roed, end there is » eentry et approxi
ately every two hundred yeards. Altogether in this sree there seemed to be some tfen men
who sre on duty. Incidentelly, it is reported thet in 194k these herracks were Tmmobilis
by studente who stood in the woods ecross the roed from the berrascke and put rifle ehots
through the windows of the berracks and immabilized 2]l the occupants for some hours.
There are severasl croups of buildings with redio antennae around the {ield, one of which
belongs to the Air Mission, enother to the Mepping Service, end others which belong to th
various commercisl sirlines end to the government. On the opnposite side of the field, at
the maein entrance, there is e guard house with six men on duty, end espperently enother eij
in a small barracks in this guard house weitine to zo on duty. Appsrently there are twel
men there ell the time. There is also s sentry box st the two corners of the field whict
ere nesrest the town, just elong the old equeduct. There is one sentry posted st each of
these sentry houses. Presumably this situation is dupliceted st the other end of the
field, although there is s lsrge revine there--so poseibly not. I also saw two tanks on
the road to Antigua. These tenks had four or five men on top end were followed by & jeer
which contained en officer and sevemmen. All of these men cerried rifles, but there wer
no mechine-guns, grenades, or other such weepons visible, except for the thirty-seven mil
meter gun in the tanks themselves.

6. One of the few roeds which comes into the town, the highwey from Selvedor, was close
et the time of my visit, due to s landslide which occureéd, presumebly beceuse of a smell
rein. In order to reach the highway, then, it wes necessery to teke the old Salvedor ro:
end go around the large hill eand join the highwey on the other side.

7. The largest concentretion of on-duty sentries in the city seemed to be in the guard
room of the Nationel Palace. Perhaps it would be better to sey, just behind the Netione
Palace, et the side of the President's home. There were some thirty men here when I paes:
at eight-thirty in the evening. They seemed to be slert, end there were st least three
machine-guns present. ‘!bfhe headquarters of the Federal Police, although physically fo:
ing a very effective sort of fortress snd still bearing the scars in the way of bullet m:
ings of previous revolts, is not unusuelly heavily guerded. Tnere are & lerge number of
lice st the entrence to the Federal Penitentiery, but it is difficult to obeerve the dif
ence between the police end what are obviously trustees. It is rumored in the city thet
the police force end the ermy are in dire need of smmunition of elltypes, and meny peopl
there say that they hope that the recent trip to Switzerlend of one of their fellows wil
mean thet this emmunition sheptege will soon be teken cere of.

8. In considering the possible movement of eny large body of men in action across the c
the old weter agueduct neer the asirport should be teken into account, as it forms e very
definite well.

H

9., One cen find @ mural-type poster which is put cut by the Jovernment.

The top three-querters of this poster consist of photographe of happy workers, etc. end

bottom quarter, across the length of the poster, in very lerge letters, puts ecross the

lowing ides, "At this moment the "vendepatries"... with our enemies, with the essistance
the imperieslistic government scheme...to overthrow us. They will even go so fer as tow
g futile attempt egainst us with horrible explosives." It hes been seid thet type of po
at least with this particulsr sentiment, hes only avpeesred recently. Another very small
ter which ie obvious, especially in the center of the town, is the one sbout ten inches

end eight inches wide which employs & hemmer end sickle to creete e skull end crossbones
tif, printed entirely in black, end addressed especielly to the country's workers. Abou
gixty-five percent of these were defaced. There are, however, many posters, obviously e
perody of this one, also in color, in which the face of Uncle Sem has been replaced with
fece of Melenkov. The largest number of these posters is to be found in the crowded sre
roughly between the National Peleace, the Cemetery ernd the brewery. Stending near newsbu
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" I wes able to observe th-t the opposition and independent Fress cutsells the government

papers enywhere from eight to ten, to one. It seemed to me thet a very large number were
sold, especielly of Impecto and El Espectador. During the time of my vieit a cyclist ex-
hibition was being held in the mein plaza of the town, directlv in front of the Netionel

Congress. There was slwevs s crowd present wetching to see 2 young Colombien go sround th

_plsza for three deys without stopping. Consecuently I wes eble to telk to meny veople in

different strate of 1ife snd received varied impressions. OCnet now thinge were better the
they were, the worler can protest bed trestment, long hours end insufficient vav. At the
other extreme GWERME gentlemen who said exactly the opposite, snd seid thet they would be
willing to jump in the middle of envthing thet sterted. However. the over-ell imoreesion
teken from about thirty one-minute interviews wes thet nd@ne, either at one extreme or th-
other, or in the middle, expected that enything would happen. Not once did I meet snyone
who definitely thouzht thet any thought of physicael revolt esgeinet the present regime wes
forthcoming. All seemed to be concerned ebout the fect thet so much wes being written
ebout their country in the international press. As & result of these interviewse, this re-
vorter feels thet the naticnel cherscter, in contrest to many Letin cheracters, is one of
placidity. For exemple, during the student manifestations meny lerge end very loud fwre—
crackers were shot in the streets, but no one bothered with them st £llgfis
§ir s e BRI =nd no one looked out of evertment windows. It seceme thet this nlac1d1tv
of the citizens would even exgend to a time of crisis, end thus it should be considered
thet the number-one objective at any such time would be creating the impreesion that cne
side or the other hed sctuelly taken over, or hed the situstion well in hand. At this tir
presumsbly, people might go out into the streets, join grouvs, but asccordinz to everything
I was sble to deduct here, they ere not the sort of people who will, on their own, run cut
to teke pert in vroceedings; resther, they would be more inclined to sit tight end not reke
eny move until they thousht they were going to meke a2 move on the winning side.

Peul D. Langevin



